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Appeal No. 126,751: State of Kansas v. William Eldridge Johnson

Johnson: (Criminal Appeal) A woman putting groceries into her car at a store parking lot
in Johnson County was approached by a man. The man, Johnson, had a rock in his
hand. He asked the woman to give him her car. She negotiated with him and agreed to
drive him to a location in Kansas City, Missouri. The woman claimed Johnson
eventually removed the keys from the ignition, hit her in the head with the rock, and
stole her car. Johnson was arrested after he crashed the car into a tree during a police
pursuit. Johnson was charged in Johnson County with multiple offenses, including
aggravated kidnapping and aggravated battery, and was convicted by a jury. On appeal,
Johnson claims the Kansas court lacked jurisdiction to convict him because the crimes
all took place in Missouri. He also argues there is not sufficient evidence to prove that
he kidnapped anyone and there were errors in the instructions given to the jury before
deliberations began.

Appeal No. 127,980: Landlords of Lawrence v. The City of Lawrence, Kansas

Douglas: (Civil Appeal) A City of Lawrence ordinance forbids housing discrimination on
the basis of race, national origin, or religion. The City amended this ordinance to forbid
discrimination on the basis of “source of income” or “immigration status.” A group of
landlords in Lawrence complained these additions to the ordinance unfairly limit their
ability to choose tenants for their properties. The landlords asked the district court to
enjoin enforcement of the additions to the ordinance, claiming the provisions are
unconstitutionally vague, are preempted by federal law, and are not allowed under the
Fourth Amendment to the U. S. Constitution. The district court disagreed and refused to
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issue an injunction. The landlords appealed, arguing the City cannot enforce the
additions to the ordinance because the landlords are entitled to make rental decisions
based on business risk.

About the Kansas Court of Appeals

The 14-member Kansas Court of Appeals is our state's intermediate appellate court. The
court's jurisdiction, which is established by statute, includes criminal, civil, and administrative
cases.

The Court of Appeals normally sits in three-judge panels and travels to locations throughout
the state. Each panel reviews decisions from lower courts to evaluate whether mistakes were
made that would require a new trial.

Panels read briefs submitted by the parties and examine a record of what happened in the
lower court. If they think it would be helpful, the judges have the parties present oral arguments
so they can ask questions. Some of these oral arguments are livestreamed on the court’s
YouTube channel. Even if they are not livestreamed, oral arguments are public proceedings.

After reviewing case materials, and possibly hearing oral argument, the judges research case
law and statutes before writing decisions that explain how the panel reached its conclusion. All
Court of Appeals decisions are subject to review by the Kansas Supreme Court.
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